1.
Shortly after assuming office in December 2012, Japanese Prime Minister Abe Shinzo and Deputy Prime Minister Aso Taro visited three Mekong Basin countries, an indication of the countries' strategic importance to Japan amidst the rise of China.
2.
Tokyo needs the support of Mekong Basin countries for securing a permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council, joining forces against North Korea's "nuclearization" and abduction of Japanese nationals, and endorsing the principles of freedom of navigation, international law and peaceful resolution to the South China Sea territorial dispute. 
